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Alert Diver’s Philosophy
Alert Diver is a forum for ideas and information relative to diving safety,
education and practice. Any material relating to diving safety or diving
medicine or accident management is considered for publication. Ideas,
comments and support are encouraged and appreciated.
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those
advocated by DAN AP. DAN is a neutral public service organisation
which attempts to interact with all diving-related organisations or
persons with equal deference.

Alert Diver is published for the use of the diving public and it is not a
medical journal. The use and dosage of any medication by a diver
should be under the supervision of his or her physician.
© Alert Diver’s text, illustrations or photographs may not be
reproduced or reprinted without the expressed consent of Divers Alert
Network and its authors, artists and photographers. Many articles are
reprinted with the kind permission of DAN America.

Australia Post Print Post Registration PP32887410022.
Alert Diver, Asia-Pacific Edition is a quarterly publication of
The Divers Alert Network (DAN) Asia-Pacific Limited
ACN 066 827 129,P0 Box 384 (49A Karnak Rd)
Ashburton, Victoria, 3147, Australia.
Tel: +61-3-9886 9166; Fax: +61-3-9886 9155
Email: info@danasiapacific.org
For information on membership, insurances & training programs,
visit our Website.

www.danasiapacific.org

Front Cover
Photo Scott Tuason,
design by
David Bryant, Sea Pics.

Director To You. 2
Diving Safety - Whose Responsibility.

John Lippmann and Tom Wodak discuss

some legal investigations into diving deaths. 6
Medical Fitness for Diving: Is There

Any Absolute Truth.

Dr. Mati’as Nochetto discusses fitness to dive
issues with asthma, diabetes and epilepsy. 12

Catching Your Breath.
Rick Layton highlights the results of a survey

about problems with regulators. 16
Underwater Portfolio - Scott Tuason. 20
DAN Safety Shop Catalogue. 24

Deep stops, Deep trouble?
Dr. Andrew Fock expressed some concerns
about the use of deep stops on technical dives. 28

The Diver Emergency Service (DES).

Steve Goble provides information on calls to

the DES hotline during 2008. 32
Recent Dive Fatalities in the Asia-Pacific.

A list of recent regional diving and snorkelling
fatalities of which DAN AP is aware. 33
DAN Asia-Pacific News. 34

When the Wind Blows.
Elizabeth Cook describes her experiences

diving in Roatan. 36
DAN Asia-Pacific Sponsors. 41
International DAN (IDAN). 42

ANDAN K

ASIA - PACIFIC



